
 

 

Red House Curriculum News 
 

Year 5 – Spring Term 2017 
 

Welcome back and a Happy New Year! 

 

 

Maths - Pupils will further develop their use of mental strategies such as: doubling and halving, 

partitioning and using number bonds to solve problems, including with decimals. They will also 

consolidate and extend their use of written methods (+ - x ÷) to solve multi-step problems.  They will 

explore number patterns and sequences involving square numbers and prime numbers and also convert 

between metric measures. Pupils will continue and extend their work of place value and multiply 

integers and decimals by 10, 100 and 1000.  They will investigate 2D shape and learn about the 

properties of triangles and quadrilaterals.  Pupils can consolidate their learning at home by using the 

Active Learn website. 

 

 

 

English - Pupils will be reading Street Child by 

Berlie Doherty.  The book will provide the 

stimulus for creative and non-fiction writing as 

well as drama activities.  Weekly exercises will 

be taught to improve the pupil's spelling ability 

and to encourage the use of accurate punctuation.  

Pupils will also be reading, writing and 

performing poetry. 

 

  

Art - Pupils are designing and decorating T-shirts 

with an Egyptian theme for the PTA fashion 

show. 

 

 

 

French - Pupils will revise and extend language associated with healthy foods by learning to say 

whether foods are good or bad for your health; learn to express and qualify opinions about musical 

preferences; describe their journey to school; to tell the time on the half-hour; and to give simple 

directions. They will apply their knowledge of adjectival agreements to new contexts and begin to learn 

about feminine plural agreements. They will also learn to use the partitive article; to form the perfect 

tense of the verbs manger and boire; to use the verb jouer + du, de la (with a musical instrument); to 

form the immediate future: aller + infinitive. 

 

 

 

Games - Boys will cover a range of physical 

activities including football, hockey and 

swimming.  In games, the programme is aimed to 

develop an increased level of understanding of 

basic tactics and rules, and how to apply these in 

a competitive environment.   In swimming, pupils 

will develop their technique in all 3 basic strokes 

and their individual performances will be 

recorded and monitored.  Pupils will also be 

given the opportunity to take part in House 

competitions in all of these activities this term. 

 

  

Games - Girls will cover a range of physical 

activities including hockey, netball and 

swimming.  In games, the programme is aimed to 

develop an increased level of understanding of 

basic tactics and rules, and how to apply these in 

a competitive environment.   In swimming, pupils 

will develop their technique in all 3 basic strokes 

and their individual performances will be 

recorded and monitored.  Pupils will also be 

given the opportunity to take part in House 

competitions in all of these activities this term. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Science - Pupils will explore the topic of Earth in 

Space.  They will discover why shadows change 

size with the apparent movement of the sun and 

also how night and day are created. Following 

this, pupils will develop a greater understanding 

of how forces can act as a push or a pull. Pupils 

will identify variables, consider which factor to 

measure and also graph results while they 

conduct a range of investigations and explore 

how forces such as gravity and friction operate. 

 

  

Music - Pupils develop their awareness of 

notation and musical signs that indicate tempo, 

volume and expression. They learn about several 

orchestral instruments including the cello, clarinet 

and trombone. Alongside concert material, folk 

songs are the basis of classroom singing. Pupils 

continue regularly to play short melodies on 

musical keyboards.  Classroom singing explores 

unison songs and some with simple harmonies. 

 

 

 

 

PSHE - Pupils will learn about the harmful 

effects of smoking, drinking alcohol and taking 

drugs. 

 

  

ICT - Pupils will be creating their own website, 

remembering knowledge they have about how to 

stay safe online.  They will also be using Scratch 

and algorithms to produce a maths quiz for other 

children to complete. 

 

 

 

 

Technology - The plan for this term is for Y5 to carry out two design and make activities.  

 

1. Structures. Working in groups, Y5 pupils are to investigate a range of different bridge types, before 

designing one of their own. Pupils will need to design a bridge that can span a 500mm gap, and carry a 

significant load. The bridges will be tested to destruction at the end of the project. 

 

2. Invitations. Individually, pupils will be designing an invitation to an event of their choice. They will 

design and create draft versions by hand, before generating a finished version using software such as 

Publisher. 

 

 

 

 

History - This term, the children will be learning 

about the Victorian Era.  Pupils will be studying 

the impact of trains on Britain and the legacy of 

this era, including inventions and the Empire. 

 

  

RS - The spring term will focus on Judaism.  We 

will study the beliefs and festivals of the faith. 

 

 

 

 

I do hope that you find this information useful.  If you have any queries about this, please do not hesitate 

to get in touch via email: tiffany.white@redhouseschool.co.uk. 
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