
 

7 May 2021  

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

GCSE Appeals Procedures  

 

I write to inform you about the examination regulations by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) 

and the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual), in relation to the speaking 

endorsement for GCSE English Language and all Modern Foreign Languages.  

 

Whilst the endorsement grade achieved by pupils will appear alongside the overall grade for these 

subjects, it will not be part of the Teacher Assessed Grades currently being reviewed by all GCSE 

subject staff. In line with the regulations, pupils will be informed about their endorsement grades 

over the next week and under guidelines, I am obliged to inform you that each pupil has the right to 

appeal this endorsement grade.  This would involve a review of the speaking assessment, either by 

another member of staff at Red House or an external assessor.  

 

Red House fully complies with this examination regulation.  All of our internally assessed work is 

already standardised and moderated within our departments and then subject to external 

moderation as part of the standard examinations process.  We have every confidence that our 

processes are robust and that all internally assessed work is marked in line with the mark schemes 

of the relevant syllabus for each exam board. 

 

Clearly, we want the very best for every Red House pupil; we believe that pupils are graded 

appropriately, subject to the specifications of the examination and would counsel that any appeals in 

relation to internally assessed work can see marks go down, stay the same or go up.  Thus, the 

chance of a mark being significantly altered is, in our view, extremely unlikely. 

 

I attach the procedure to be followed in the event that a pupil wishes to make an appeal based on 

their endorsement mark. Please note that the deadline for all appeals is Friday 21 May. We do not 

anticipate there being many appeals; the departments concerned adhere to existing examination 

board practices and are rigorous in applying best practice. 

 

If you have any further concerns regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs M Sweeney 

Exams Officer 


