
 

14 January 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Year 1 Newsletter: Spring 2022 

 

Topics this term are ‘Transport’ and ‘Clothes and Fabric 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy New Year and welcome you back to 

another busy and exciting school term.  It is wonderful to see how well the children are settling back 

into the school routines after the Christmas break.  I thought you might like to know what your child 

will be studying this term so that you can help to support them with their studies. 

 

English 

This term the children will listen to a range of traditional tales and study Ghanaian Goldilocks.  They 

will then use what they have learnt to write their own version of the modern fairy tale. Later in the 

term, children explore the Big Question: Why do elephants have big ears? They read the interactive 

eBook, find information and learn how to write labels and captions.  They will then plan and write 

their own report, based on what they have found.  In phonics the children will revise consonant and 

vowel digraphs and begin to learn alternative ways of representing these sounds.  Spelling patterns 

and rules will be taught weekly and reading aloud will be practised regularly each week. 

 

Maths 

During the Spring Term, the children will rehearse place value in 2-digit numbers, order them on a 

number line and find 1/10 more/less than a given number.  They will continue to practise recalling 

number bonds to 10 and doubles/halves of numbers.  Fractions will be introduced, with the focus 

being on halves and quarters and children will develop their skills of counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and 

begin to link this to the related times tables.  They will learn the names and properties of 3D shapes 

and develop their understanding of telling the time to the nearest half and quarter hour.  Mental 

arithmetic will be practised every week as well as practical problem solving. 

 

Science 

Year 1 pupils will identify and compare materials this term.  They will learn the names of a variety of 

everyday materials and investigate why some materials are suitable/not suitable for some objects.  

They will investigate which material would offer the best protection for wrapping up a mysterious 

parcel that has arrived from a chocolate manufacturer.  Later in the term, when comparing 

materials, they will investigate which properties make the best slime and carry out investigations 

into floating/sinking and the transparency of different materials. 

Art 

This term the children will be looking at fabrics.  They will learn about two textiles techniques, 

weaving and wax-resist dyeing, making their own products using the techniques. Children will weave 

paper and other materials to create under the sea placemats, inspired by craft makers around the 

world and the textiles artist Gunta Stölzl.  Children will learn about the decorative art of Gustav 



 

Klimt before adding decoration to their placemats. They will then use their paper weaving skills to 

create a Mother’s Day basket gift. 

 

DT 

During the first half term the children will learn about mechanisms.  Linked to their studies of 

Traditional Tales in English, they will learn how sections of the stories can be made into a moving 

picture using levers, wheels and sliders.  They will then get the chance to create their own moving 

picture centred on the story of ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’. 

 

French 

This term, the children will continue to broaden their vocabulary and develop accurate pronunciation 

in greetings and conversation openers.  They will continue to revise simple greetings, days of the 

week and numbers to 10.  They will learn some simple classroom instructions and begin to use them 

in their everyday classroom life. 

 

Physical Education  

The children will enjoy PE sessions on dance and, later in the term, rolling and bowling games, 

including dodgeball and basketball.  After half term, the children will focus on transference of weight 

in gymnastics and further their kicking skills, leading to football games. 

 

History 

During the first half of the term, the children will be studying the history of transport. They will 

develop an understanding of the ways in which travel and transport has changed throughout history 

and focus on early travel methods of the Vikings, through to the invention of cars, trains and 

aeroplanes. They will also study how George Stephenson and the Wright brothers were involved in 

the development of different types of transport. 

 

Geography 

During the second half of the term, the children will explore their school environment and begin to 

recognise familiar places in their local area.  They will use maps and simple compass directions to 

plan and follow a route and make simple observations about the geography of the classroom and 

school.  They will learn how to write an address in the correct order, including their own and that of 

the school. 

 

PSHE 

During the first half term the children will learn about road safety and ways to keep themselves 

safe, including what to do in an emergency. They will continue to take part in weekly mindfulness 

sessions through the ‘well-being Wednesday’ lessons.  During the second half term, the children will 

focus on managing their feelings and behaviours.  They will learn strategies to support themselves 

and others when feeling a range of emotions, including, worried, nervous and proud. 

 

RE 

In RE, the children will be starting with the topic ‘caring for others’ and will think about kindness and 

looking after one another.  They will explore the values of different religions and listen to faith 

stories.  During the second part of the term, the children will study the Christian celebration of 



 

Easter and explore why it is such an important time for Christians. They will learn about the 

significant days of Holy Week, which lead up to Easter, and explore the concept of surprises and 

relate this to the Easter story and the resurrection of Jesus. 

 

ICT 

This term the children will use a simple painting program to paint with different colours and brushes, 

create shapes, fill areas, undo and redo and add text.  They will learn how to save and retrieve their 

work.  Later in the term, the focus will be on teaching the children the basic computer skills that 

they will need in order to be able to use a desktop or laptop computer. They will learn how to use a 

computer mouse or a trackpad and how to switch on and shut down a computer. They will apply 

their mouse or trackpad skills by launching applications, manipulating windows and opening and 

saving files and folders. The children will then practise their clicking skills and learn how to drag 

objects, either using a mouse or trackpad.  As part of Safer Internet Day, children will learn the 

importance of staying safe online and explore respect and relationships online. 

 

Music 

The children will spend the first part of this term exploring long and short sounds.  They will listen to 

sounds in the environment around us and in music, as well as creating their own with a variety of 

instruments.   During the second half of the term the children will enjoy an Animal themed unit, 

alongside preparing for Mother’s Day and Easter celebrations. 

 

I do hope that this information is useful but, if you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch: lucy.waldock@redhouseschool.co.uk 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mrs L Waldock 

KS1 Coordinator 
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