
 

 

14 January 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Year 5 Subject Summaries: Spring 2022 

 

We are delighted to welcome the children back to what promises to be a very busy and exciting 

Spring Term! Below, I have outlined an overview of the topics that your children will be studying this 

term. 

 

English 

Pupils will be reading their new class novel ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ and will use this as a stimulus for 

creative writing, as well as making links to other subjects.  Pupils will continue to work on grammar, 

punctuation and spelling.  They will also reinforce their reading skills of inference and deduction by 

identifying VIPERS question types. 

 

Maths 

Pupils will further develop their use of mental strategies such as: doubling and halving, partitioning 

and using number bonds to solve problems, including with decimals. They will also consolidate and 

extend their use of written methods (+ - x ÷) to solve multi-step problems. They will explore 

number patterns and sequences, involving square numbers and prime numbers, and also convert 

between metric measures. Pupils will continue and extend their work of place value and multiply 

integers and decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. They will investigate 2D shape and learn about the 

properties of triangles and quadrilaterals. 

 

Science 

Pupils will explore the topic of Earth in Space. They will discover why shadows change size with the 

apparent movement of the sun and also how night and day are created. Following this, pupils will 

explore how forces act, including gravity and water resistance. They will carry out a range of 

investigations to discover how forces change. 

 

Art/Technology 

Pupils will investigate how linkages work. They will build and explore how different orientated 

linkages can create a range of different movements. Then they will design, and construct a moving 

poster. Pupils will evaluate their posters considering how well it has been crafted and also whether 

they would make any changes or improvements.  After half term, pupils will develop their 

understanding of moving mechanisms to include cams.  These will be included into a moving 

sculpture; the sculpture will develop understanding of motion within art. 

 

French 

Pupils will learn to talk animals, clothes, food and about likes and dislikes.  They will also learn to 

tell the time, talk about the weather and describe features of the town where they live. 

 

 



 

 

Physical Education  

Girls: During this term, pupils will cover a range of physical activities including hockey, netball and 

swimming.  In games, the programme is aimed to develop an increased level of understanding of 

basic tactics and rules, and how to apply these in a competitive environment.  In swimming, pupils 

will develop their technique in all 3 basic strokes and their individual performances will be recorded 

and monitored.  Pupils will also be given the opportunity to take part in House competitions in all of 

these activities this term. For netball in the sports hall, girls   

should wear white socks / indoor trainers (to be brought over in a bag). For hockey on the astro-

turf, girls need a hockey stick / shin pads / gum shield and should wear games socks. 

 

Boys: During this term, pupils will cover a range of physical activities including football, hockey and 

swimming.  In games, the programme is aimed to develop an increased level of understanding of 

basic tactics and rules, and how to apply these in a competitive environment.   In swimming, pupils 

will develop their technique in all 3 basic strokes and their individual performances will be recorded 

and monitored.  Pupils will also be given the opportunity to take part in House competitions in all of 

these activities this term.  For football on the school field, boys will need shin pads & football boots 

(boots to be brought in a bag to the lesson). For hockey on the astro-turf, boys will need shin pads 

& gum shield. Games socks need to be worn during both games afternoons. 

 

Geography 

After half term, pupils will be studying the Amazon Basin and Peruvian Andes. They will look at the 

physical aspects of the region, including temperature, biomes, flora and fauna, and also how the 

Amazon is used in trade. They will create a tourist guide for a trip to this region. 

 

History 

This half term, pupils will be studying World War 2.  They begin to understand the steps that led to 

and ended World War 2, and will focus on what it would have been like to be a child living at this 

time, including being an evacuee during the Blitz. 

 

Computing 

Pupils will develop their computing skills through the use of a piece of software called 'Scratch'. 

Scratch allows the pupils to build and edit algorithms for simple games. The pupils will write their 

own algorithms and also edit and debug existing codes.  

 

Music 

Pupils will develop their awareness of notation and musical signs that indicate tempo, volume and 

expression. They will learn about several orchestral instruments including the cello, clarinet and 

trombone. Alongside orchestral and percussive material, folk songs are the basis of classroom work. 

Pupils will learn how short rhythms and melodies are put together. 

 

PSHE  

Pupils will explore different ‘levels’ of friendship and what this means. They will also learn about the 

risks and effects of legal and illegal drugs. In addition, they will explore e-safety and using devices 

responsibly. 

 



 

 

RE 

The Spring Term will focus on Worship. The pupils will look at what worth and worship mean and 

how these are represented through art and music in different religions. 

 

I do hope you find this information useful so that you can support your child in their learning. If you 

have any questions or queries, please get in touch:  

vicky.smith@redhouseschool.co.uk 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
  

Mrs V Smith 

Assistant Head of the Junior School 


