
 

 

6 May 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Year 2 Newsletter: Summer 2022 

 

Topics this term are ‘Kings and Queens’ and ‘Families and Neighbours’ 

 

I would like to wish you a warm welcome back to the Summer Term.  I have no doubt it will be 

another busy and exciting time, especially with all the upcoming events, including the Her Majesty 

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, Sports Day, the Pride event and the long-awaited return of the 

Festival of Achievement.  Please find details below about what your child will be studying this term. 

 

English  

This term, the children will be building their reading stamina through the study of two humorous 

stories, ‘The whole truth’ and ‘Penny Dreadful and the Rat’.  They will use drama techniques, role-

play scenarios and consider how characters change over the course of longer stories.  They will 

then use what they have learnt to plan and write their own Penny Dreadful story.  The children will 

learn about the features of report writing and use their summer term trip to write their own 

detailed report.  Later in the term, the children will explore the Big Question: What is the most 

unusual place in the world to live?  They will read the interactive eBook and find information and 

explore the layout of non-fiction texts, before writing their own screen for the eBook.  In phonics, 

the children will continue to revise and learn alternative ways of representing these digraph 

sounds.  Spelling patterns and rules will be taught weekly and reading aloud will be practised 

regularly each week. 

 

Maths 

During the Summer Term, the children will consolidate their understanding of place value, 

extending this to 3-digit numbers.  They will rehearse adding and subtracting 2-digit numbers by 

counting on/back in 10s and 1s and using complements to the next multiple of 10 to find a 

difference.  They will continue to practise doubling and halving numbers and relate division to 

fractions, including finding halves, quarters and thirds of amounts. They will relate multiplication 

and division to ‘clever counting’ (steps of 2, 3, 5, 10), understanding multiplication as arrays, and 

solving divisions as missing number problems.  They will learn to tell the time to five-minute 

intervals on both an analogue and digital clock.  Mental arithmetic will be practised every week and 

children will be given the opportunity to demonstrate mastery through solving challenging 

activities, using their addition and subtraction skills. 

 

Science 

This term, the children will be studying the topics ‘habitats’ and ‘living things’.  The weekly forest 

school sessions, during the first half of the term, will give the children the opportunity to make 

observations of the local environment and study the creatures that live there. 

They will learn to tell the difference between things that are living, dead and things that have 

never been alive, and apply this in a range of contexts. The units will also allow the children to 



 

 

research a range of global habitats and how the living things that live there are suited to their 

environments. 

 

Art/DT 

This term, the theme is ’Families and Neighbours’. The children will create a family portrait using 

different media and study portraits in an abstract style by looking at the work of Picasso. They will 

consider how family portraits have changed during the last century. 

 

As part of their DT, the children will link their knowledge of habitats from their Science topic and 

create an animal mask having investigated colours and textures. They will use paint and collage 

techniques and understand the importance of camouflage when designing and making an animal 

mask.  

 

French 

This term, the children will continue to broaden their vocabulary and develop accurate 

pronunciation in greetings and conversation openers.  They will continue to revise simple 

greetings, days of the week and numbers to 10.  They will also learn the names for some body 

parts and practise these through action songs. 

 

PE 

The children will enjoy PE lessons focusing on Sports Day events.  They will work on sprint, egg 

and spoon, sack and skipping races.  They will also work on their balancing and agility skills as 

they prepare for an obstacle course race.  They will also get the opportunity to design their own 

obstacle courses! In their other PE lesson, the children will enjoy games lessons, where they will 

practise striking skills for tennis, and later on, catching and fielding skills with rounders and cricket 

games.  After Sports Day, one lesson per week will see the children taking part in jump-rope 

activities, with both long and short ropes. 

 

History 

This term the children will study the unit ‘Kings and Queens’.  They will learn about the significant 

British monarchs in history, including Richard lll, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria. The unit 

consolidates the children's awareness of the past and significant individuals through using timelines 

and making comparisons between various periods in history. 

 

Geography 

The pupils will prepare for a field trip around Norton. They will learn the geographical vocabulary 

for hills, rivers and so on and then use maps to follow a route identifying the features shown. They 

will understand why amenities are so important and conduct a traffic survey. 

 

PSHE/RSE 

During the first half of the term, the children will be learning about medicines and their uses and 

that some household substances can be harmful, if used incorrectly.  They will also learn about 

alcohol, including the effects it has on the body. The children will continue to take part in weekly 

mindfulness sessions through the ‘well-being Wednesday’ lessons.  During the second half of the 



 

 

term, the children will learn about life cycles and begin to learn the physical differences between 

males and females.  They will revise the correct terminology for body parts. 

 

RE 

During the first half of the term the children learn about ‘ceremonies’, including what a ceremony 

is and the common features of religious and non-religious ceremonies. They will find out about 

what happens at an Aqiqah, a Bar and Bat Mitzvah, a Dastar Bandi and a Hindu wedding. Children 

will consider how people feel at these important ceremonies and will draw similarities and 

differences between them. 

 

During the second half of the term, the children will explore places of worship and reflect on places 

that are special to them. They will learn about what a place of worship is and what happens there. 

The children will learn about what a visitor to a mosque, a gurdwara and a Buddhist temple might 

see and they will gain an understanding of how a visitor should behave in each of these places of 

worship. They will also develop an understanding of why places of worship are so important to the 

people who attend them.  

 

ICT 

This term, the children will combine the work in Science on habitats to collect and represent data 

about minibeasts found in particular environments.  They will use 2graph to make graphs and 

charts.  Later in the term, they will follow on from previous work on Turtle Logo to further develop 

algorithms using the “repeat” command.  These skills are then developed by teaching children to 

create algorithms in Scratch using a selection of blocks.  SMART rules will continue to be 

embedded throughout the term. 

 

Music 

During the first half term children will be exploring timbre.  They will explore the tone quality of a 

number of instruments then apply their understanding to a composition themed on 

weather.  During the second half of the term, we will be focussing on vocal development whilst 

preparing for our Festival of Achievement. 

 

 

I do hope that this information is useful but, if you have any queries, please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch: lucy.waldock@redhouseschool.co.uk 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs L Waldock 

KS1 Coordinator 
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